
 

 

Media Release 
 
WOMEN IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT RECEIVE FEDERAL COVID SUPPORT 
17 June, 2020 
 
The peak body for local government officers will receive a share of $1.8 million in Commonwealth 
Government funding to support women’s economic security in the local government workforce 
during the COVID-19 recovery. 
 
“Local Government Professionals Australia is proud to be partnering with the Office for Women on 
this crucial piece of work,” said CEO of the local government peak body, Clare Sullivan. 
 
“We already know that COVID-19 has severely impacted councils and their staff, as well as the 
services they offer everyday Australians. Most acutely though, we’re finding that women in the 
workforce are disproportionately impacted by crises like the pandemic.” 
 
A new national program, funded by the Australian Government Department of the Prime Minister 
and Cabinet, will support women working in local government who have been financially impacted 
by COVID-19 through online peer support, resource sharing, and research into the roles of female 
employees through COVID-19 and beyond. 
 
The local government workforce of approximately 200,000 has been affected by COVID-19 as 
councils have suffered financially. Rate relief, facility closures, and reduced revenue streams have 
impacted council finances with the potential to fuel thousands of job losses. Of these, women 
disproportionately represent the part-time and casual positions most likely to face these job losses 
or reduced hours. 
 
“As the peak body for local government officers, we are committed to helping women in our 
workforce by mitigating the impacts of COVID-19 on female local government employees. This 
partnership and grant will help us develop resources and opportunities to dampen these impacts 
and protect the economic security of these workers,” said Ms Sullivan. 
 
Read the announcement from Minister for Women, Senator the Hon Marise Payne here: 
https://ministers.pmc.gov.au/payne/2020/support-australian-women-during-and-beyond-covid-19 
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Media Contact 
 
For more information, images and/or interview opportunities, please contact: 
Clare Sullivan 
admin@lgprofessionalsaustralia.org.au 
02 6230 1824 
 
About Local Government Professionals Australia 
 
Local Government Professionals Australia is the national component of the peak body representing 
local government professionals, with a focus on developing organisations and the broader local 
government sector, to build better communities around Australia. 
 
Since the foundation of the organisation in 1936, LG Professionals Australia has created 
opportunities for the near 200,000 local government workforce across over 500 councils to come 
together to share ideas, discuss challenges and learn new ways of practice. 
 
www.lgprofessionalsaustralia.org.au 
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